PORT OF BELLINGHAM
MAC (MARINA ADVISORY COMMITTEE) MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2012
SQUALICUM HARBOR OFFICE
BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON

Minutes
________________________________________________________________________
Committee Members Present:

Committee Members Absent:

Peter Border
Jeff Hegedus
Gene Knutson
Paul Lavelle
Joe Orem
Brian Pemberton
Jerry Writer
Jim Young

Lummi Representative

Port Representatives Present:

Committee Members Excused:

Dan Stahl
Andy Peterson
Pam Taft

Ron Kleinknecht
Doug Sterrett

Visitors/Guests:
Elizabeth Kilanowski
George Mundell
Roll Call
Jeff Hegedus, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
November 8, 2011 Minutes
The November 8, 2011 minutes were reviewed. A motion was made by Jim Young to
approve the minutes as written. This was seconded by Brian Pemberton and passed
unanimously. Jim Young requested additional discussion with Port staff before a specific
marina ladder product is purchased. He expressed some concerns about the installation of
the up and out. Staff agreed that there would be additional dialogue with the MAC before
the ladders are purchased in the coming months.
Public Comment
Elizabeth Kilanowski commented regarding the City of Bellingham’s recent decision to no
longer fund the operation of the Firebelle, the fire boat that is operated by the Bellingham
Fire Department. She urged the MAC to find a way to keep this asset operational. Gene
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Knutson (MAC member ex-officio City of Bellingham) said that there may be some
relooking at this from City Hall with the new administration. Jim Young added that since
the leasehold tax paid by boaters goes to both the City and County that perhaps the County
would have interest in participating. Jeff Hegedus suggested that this tentatively be put on
the MAC’s agenda for February for further discussion.
Dockside Feedback
Jim Young had a comment about Ebenal’s construction fence over in the vicinity of the Gate
12 ramp. He said the sidewalk is blocked by the fence and has been for some time which
seems unnecessary given Ebenal’s lack of construction activity on the site. He asked that
this comment be passed on to the real estate department.
The second part of Jim Young’s comment on Ebenal was that during the construction
process, the brick pavers had been ripped out that delineated the crosswalk (again in the
same area) and that when the street was repaved, the pavers are no longer in and it looks
shabby compared to the prior appearance.
Quickie Lift Update
Dan Stahl gave an update to the MAC on the quickie lift located at the head of the ramp at
Gate 8. The Commission recently passed an action item to fund the disposal of this asset.
This former asset of Boondocks is part of the legal proceedings for the clean-up of the site
and, accordingly, appropriate notice letters have been sent out the prior owners giving them
30 days to take any measurements or photos of the quickie lift. Staff will also monitor the
seaworthiness of the quickie lift and if it appears that it will be sinking measures will be
taken to remove it more quickly from the water.
Gate 3 Update
Andy Peterson shared a PowerPoint presentation (attached) of the progress on the Gate 3
project. The MAC was appreciative that this longstanding project is finally underway and
appreciates the forward movement. There were lots of questions and answers from the
MAC.
Marine Trades Items
Dan provided the following updates:
1. Wild Seafood Exchange. As the MAC was previously made aware this event will
happen on February 22 at the Best Western Lakeway. The target audience for this is
the smaller commercial fishing operations. This has been a successful event for the
past seven years in Seattle and the Port has been successful in relocating the venue
for that event to Bellingham. The local commercial fishermen have expressed an
interest in this and we are hoping for some positive feedback in highlighting local
businesses and also bringing other commercial fishermen to our community that
might then purchase goods and services from the local marine trades community.
2. Marine Trade Directory. Dan Stahl distributed copies of the directory to the MAC
members and explained how the directory came together over the past year. This
was mostly done in-house by Port staff and is meant to highlight all marine trades
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businesses in Whatcom County. Notations are given for Port tenants but no business
was denied access to the directory. All of the ads were free. The directory is part of
a broader marines trades initiative that the Commission authorized in the Spring of
2011.
3. ComFish. Dan informed the MAC that the Port will again be returning to ComFish
in Kodiak, Alaska in April of 2012. The hope this year is to have a joint Port-Tenant
booth and staff will be talking with Port tenants about that in the coming months.
Staff Updates
Pam Taft provided an update to the MAC on the recent purchase of the old Boondocks
leasehold by TD Curran, a local business that sells and services Apple products. To meet
the zoning requirements stipulated in the city’s Shoreline Master Program, TD Curran will
dedicate 60% of the storefront to waterfront dependent use which includes retail sales of
marine electronics. The outside fenced area will be a boat storage area and is not
considered in the 60% requirement for water dependent use. The Port Commission
approved this transaction at their December 5 meeting.
Dan then gave quick recap of an incident up in Blaine today in which a Port customer in the
Gate 2 area had a medical emergency and how Port staff provided assistance and helped
coordinate emergency crews with the Blaine fire and police departments.
Dan informed the MAC that the Port has been able to close the books on the Blaine
mitigation site. Dan reviewed the history of this dating back to the 90’s when the Port
initiated an significant expansion of the Blaine marina.
Dan gave the MAC an update on the CFA’s (Commercial Fishing Association) annual
meeting this past week. Charlie Sheldon, the Port’s Executive Director, was invited.
There being no further business the MAC was adjourned at 8:25 pm.
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G-West pile removal.

Creosote pile.

Gate 3 floats.

Gate 3 floats.

Scow unloaded in Whatcom Waterway.

Scow unloaded in the Whatcom Waterway.

Pug-mill in action.

Working end of the pug-mill.

Mellowing area.

Amended soil in mellowing area.

Dredged material from the west entrance.

Amended soil stacked in the mellowing area.

Close-up of amended soil.

Concrete pile.

Foam float billets.

Concrete floats for Gate 3, finished product.

