AUGUST & SEPTEMBER

BRIEFLY INFORMATIVE

NO COOKING
on the Dock

PITCH

Regatta Returns
in September

SEP TEMBER 4 - 6 | BELLINGHAM BAY

The Bellingham Yacht Club is
hosting its 40th Annual PITCH
Regatta the weekend of September
4 - 6. Join in the fun for a weekend
of great racing on Bellingham Bay.
REGISTRATION INFORMATION is available
at www.byc.org or (360) 733-7390.
If you are going to be out of
the Harbor and would like to
loan your slip to a visiting race
participant, contact BYC’s Fleet
Captain at fleetcaptain@byc.org.
The Squalicum Harbor Office and
BYC are working together to find
moorage for visiting racers, so please
contact BYC as early as possible.
If you plan to watch the
racing action from your boat,
please review the adjacent tips to
keep you and the racers safe.

WATCHING THE REGATTA
• Spectator boats should be at least
100 yards away from a racing yacht.
• Spectator boats should avoid
placing themselves between the
wind and the racing boat.
• Spectator boats are best placed
well clear of the start and finish
line and should never be in front
or behind the start/finish line.
• Spectator boats should place themselves
well away of the upwind mark and
well downwind of the downwind
mark. These marks are exciting
positions to watch a race from.
• Spectator boats should avoid cutting
across boats that are racing.

To limit the risk of fire or injury on the
docks, we’d like to remind boaters that
operating crab cookers and barbques on
the docks is prohibited. Both harbors have
upland park areas that would be a better
choice for operating combustible fuel
appliances. Remember to properly dispose
of all cooking materials and be careful to
ensure hot charcoal is not thrown into the
garbage or left in landscaped areas.

Renew your registration
and avoid fines

Make sure to get your Washington
State vessel registration sticker correctly
displayed aboard your vessel to prevent
fines. Boaters from outside the United
States should also make sure that their
mooring permit is correctly displayed and
visible from the dock. More information
on the proper display of registration can be
found at www.dol.wa.gov

Moorage Agreement

Thank you to all of our customers
who have returned updated moorage
agreements. We are very close to
completing this update and we
appreciate everyone’s timely response.
If you haven’t already completed a
moorage agreement it’s not too late. If
you need help getting a copy of the new
moorage agreement or aren’t sure how to
complete the document, please contact
the harbor office immediately.

Dock Carts
We’re asking our boaters to help us
make dock carts available to all boaters
by returning carts to the gatehouse as
soon as you have finished using it. If
you encounter a dock cart that requires
repairs, please contact the harbor office so
we can get it repaired and back in service
as soon as possible. Your fellow boaters
appreciate the courtesy.

Do Not
Discharge

SEWAGE
Please avoid the discharge of sewage
into the harbor waters. Empty your
port-a-potty or holding tank at one
of the convenient pump-outs located
throughout the harbors. Operating
instructions are available at each pumpout station. To prevent damage to the
pump-out cart hoses remember to open
the nozzle valve before starting the
pump motor.

Boater Education
Registration for fall boating classes is just
around the corner. These classes are a great
way to acquire new boater skills or just
brush up on your old ones. They are also a
great way to learn from fellow boaters and
meet others with similar interests. Classes
are offered by Bellingham Sail and Power
Squadron (www.boatingisfun.org) and The
US Coast Guard Auxiliary (www.cguax.org)

Tips to Avoid Fuel Spills
Every summer we respond to outboardstyle fuel tanks and hoses leaking due
to the expansion of fuel in the summer
sun. Please take the necessary steps to
plan ahead and prevent fuel spills.
Reporting spills in a timely manner
ensures that clean-up measures can
be initiated as soon as possible which
will help keep our harbors clean.
All fuel spills must be reported to the
USCG’s National Response Hotline at
1-800-424-8802 and the Harbor Office.
• Use caution when leaving portable
gas tanks and fuel hoses in the sun.
Expanding fuel can leak out of caps
and fuel fittings and find its way
into your bilge or into the water.
• Do not top off tanks. Leave some room
in your tanks for fuel expansion.
• Keep oil absorbent diapers on hand
to clean up small spills quickly.

Dispose of Flares
Check with the Washington State
Patrol to find the nearest location that will
accept expired flares. Don’t throw expired
flares in your regular garbage receptacle;
they contain perchlorate, a toxic material
that can’t be mixed with regular trash,
just like batteries or motor oil.

ABOVE: Boaters enjoy a Fourth of July dock gathering at Blaine Harbor.

SQUALICUM
HARBOR OFFICE

722 Coho Way, Bellingham
(360) 676-2542
After hours: (360) 739-8131
squalicum@portofbellingham.com
Dan Stahl, Director of Maritime
Kyle Randolph, Harbormaster
Pam Taft, Special Projects
Marine Service Representatives:
Bryson Tripp, Lynda Lamoureaux,
Tony Flaherty, Aaron Bisson and
Krista Nielsen

BLAINE
HARBOR OFFICE

235 Marine Drive, Blaine
Mailing: P.O. Box 1245, Blaine, 98231
(360) 647-6176
After hours: (360) 303-7110
blaineharbor@portofbellingham.com
Dan Stahl, Director of Maritime
Andy Peterson, Harbormaster
Pam Taft, Special Projects
Marine Service Representatives:
Greg Hoffman, Roland Montoure,
and Bryson Tripp

MARINA ADVISORY COMMITTEE

You can contact your Marina Advisory Committee Representatives by calling
either the Blaine or Squalicum Harbor offices.
Peter Border, Paul Burrill, William Douglas, Elizabeth Kilanowski,
Jim Kyle, Brian Pemberton, Ian Puchlik, Byron Richards, Doug Sterrett,
Jerry Writer and Jim Young

