April 22, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
We write in support of an application submitted by the Port of Bellingham to the U.S.
Department of Transportation’s Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and
Equity (RAISE) Grants Program for the Bellingham Shipping Terminal Barge Link project.
The Port of Bellingham is seeking a RAISE grant to renovate a shipping terminal site to return it
to a useable condition in order to improve the efficiency of cargo movement through the Port. If
funded, this project would provide the Port with a dedicated, modern, and resilient barge facility
that is able to expediently receive raw material goods. Additionally, the Port needs to purchase a
crane pad to support the weight of the harbor crane it acquired last summer, as well as bollards to
ensure safe loading and unloading of the barges.
RAISE funding would support the Port’s plan to redevelop the shipping terminal as the northern
terminal of the America’s Marine Highway Coastal Connector barge service. It would also
support hundreds of jobs in barge loading, cargo transfer, and warehousing. This project would
help advance the long-term health, safety, and economic welfare of the Puget Sound maritime
community.
For these reasons, we request your full and fair consideration of the Port of Bellingham’s RAISE
application.
Sincerely,

Patty Murray
United States Senator

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Maria Cantwell
United States Senator

April 8, 2022
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,
The Washington State Department of Transportation supports the Port of Bellingham Federal
grant applications under the FY 2022 RAISE, PIDP and Marine Highway Equipment
programs. We are pleased the Port is continuing its plan of major capital investments at the
Bellingham Shipping Terminal with the goal of redeveloping this facility into a northwest
Washington center of ocean trade and transportation.
Addressing the dilapidated condition of the Barge Dock, building a support pad to assure
maximum use of the LHM 420 crane the Port acquired last summer, reconstructing the
deteriorated South Pier and building a siding re-connecting the Port to rail will maximize the
job-creating potential of the Bellingham Shipping Terminal.
The result of project completion will be a modern and resilient facility capable of
expeditiously receiving inbound & outbound barges and ships. Such an asset will enable the
movement of cargo through the Port of Bellingham efficiently at an economically favorable
cost. With restored rail access, the Port will be able to service customers located in the midwest and beyond. The long-term results will be continued economic growth in this region via
first class facilities. Additionally, the Bellingham Shipping Terminal will be an important
anchor in Puget Sound disaster preparedness.
When completed, this project will strengthen the Puget Sound maritime community. Federal
funding for these projects will have a major impact in advancing the long-term health, safety
and economic welfare of this area.
We hope you will give this project full and fair consideration.
Sincerely,

Roger Millar, PE, FASCE, FAICP
Secretary of Transportation

April 5, 2022

Secretary Peter Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590

The state representatives in the 42nd legislative district of Washington state support the Port of
Bellingham’s Grant Applications for Bellingham Shipping Terminal Improvements.

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
We are writing to offer our support for the Port of Bellingham Federal grant applications under the FY
2022 RAISE, PIDP and Marine Highway Equipment programs. We are pleased the Port is continuing its
plan of major capital investments at the Bellingham Shipping Terminal with the goal of redeveloping
this facility into a northwest Washington center of ocean trade and transportation.
The funding will be a significant factor in advancing the strategic reuse of valuable assets. As a longterm supporter of the Port of Bellingham, we encourage their efforts to boost capacity and fortify
resources. Addressing the dilapidated condition of the Barge Dock, building a support pad to assure
maximum use of the LHM 420 crane the Port acquired last summer, reconstructing the deteriorated
South Pier and building a siding re-connecting the Port to rail will maximize the job-creating potential
of the Bellingham Shipping Terminal.
The result of project completion will be a modern and resilient facility capable of expeditiously
receiving inbound & outbound barges and ships. Such an asset will enable the movement of cargo
through the Port of Bellingham efficiently at an economically favorable cost. With restored rail
access, the Port will be able to service customers located in the mid-west and beyond. The long-term
results will be continued economic growth in this region via first class facilities. Additionally, the
Bellingham Shipping Terminal will be an important anchor in Puget Sound disaster preparedness.

When completed, this project will strengthen the Puget Sound maritime community. Federal funding
for these projects will have a major impact in advancing the long-term health, safety and economic
welfare of this area.
Thank you for your consideration of the Port is funding request.
Sincerely,

Representative Alicia Rule
42nd Legislative District, Position 1

Representative Sharon Shewmake
42nd Legislative District, Position 2
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March 2L,2022

Secretary Peter Buttigieg
Secreta ry of Tra nsportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590
RE: Whatcom County supports Port of Bellinghom's Grant Applications

for Bellinghom Shipping Terminol

lmprovements.
Dear Secretary Buttigieg

to offer our support for the Port of Bellingham Federal grant applications under the FY 2022 RAISE,
PIDP and Marine Highway Equipment programs. We are pleased the Port is continuing its plan of major capital
investments at the Bellingham Shipping Terminal with the goal of redeveloping this facility into a northwest
Washington center of ocean trade and transportation.
I am wr¡ting

We believe such funding will be a significant factor in advancing the strategic reuse of valuable assets. As a longterm supporter of the Port of Bellingham, we encourage their efforts to boost capacity and fortify
resources. Addressing the dilapidated condition of the Barge Dock, building a support pad to assure maximum
use of the LHM 420 crane the Port acquired last summer, reconstructing the deteriorated South Pier and building
a siding re-connecting the Port to rail will maximize the job-creating potential of the Bellingham Shipping
Terminal.
The result of project completion will be a modern and resilient facility capable of expeditiously receiving inbound
& outbound barges and ships. Such an asset will enable the movement of cargo through the Port of Bellingham
efficiently at an economically favorable cost. With restored rail access, the Port will be able to service customers
located in the mid-west and beyond. The long-term results will be cont¡nued economic growth in thís region via
first class facilities. Additionally, the Bellingham Shipping Terminal will be an important anchor in Puget Sound
disaster preparedness.
When completed, this project will strengthen the Puget Sound maritime community. Federal funding for these
projects will have a major impact in advancing the long-term health, safety and economic welfare of this area.
Thank you for your consideration of the Port's funding request. Feel free to reach out if you have further
questions; lcan be reached at360-778-5200.
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SatpalSidhu
County Executive

311

Grand Avenue Bellingham

W4,98225 (360) 778-5200

ssidhu@whatcomcounty.us

April 20, 2022

Secretary Peter Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590

J.E. McAmis, Inc. supports Port of Bellingham’s Grant Applications for Bellingham Shipping Terminal
Improvements.
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I am writing to offer our support for the Port of Bellingham Federal grant applications under the FY
2022 RAISE, PIDP and America’s Marine Highway Equipment programs. We are pleased the Port is
continuing its plan of major capital investments at the Bellingham Shipping Terminal with the goal of
redeveloping this facility into a northwest Washington center of ocean trade and transportation.
We believe such funding will be a significant factor in advancing the strategic reuse of valuable assets.
As a long-term supporter of the Port of Bellingham, we encourage their efforts to boost capacity and
fortify resources. Addressing the dilapidated condition of the Barge Dock, building a support pad to
assure maximum use of the LHM 420 crane the Port acquired last summer, reconstructing the
deteriorated South Pier and building a siding re-connecting the Port to rail will maximize the jobcreating potential of the Bellingham Shipping Terminal.
The result of project completion will be a modern and resilient facility capable of expeditiously
receiving inbound & outbound barges and ships. Such an asset will enable the movement of cargo
through the Port of Bellingham efficiently at an economically favorable cost. With restored rail access,
the Port will be able to service customers located in the mid-west and beyond. The long-term results
will be continued economic growth in this region via first class facilities. Additionally, the Bellingham
Shipping Terminal will be an important anchor in Puget Sound disaster preparedness.

When completed, this project will strengthen the Puget Sound maritime community. Federal funding
for these projects will have a major impact in advancing the long-term health, safety and economic
welfare of this area.
Thank you for your consideration of the Port’s funding request.

We can be reached at (530) 624-9732 for further questions.
Respectfully,

J.E. McAmis, Inc.
Scott Vandegrift, VP

Secretary Peter Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590
March 18, 2022
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
As a non-profit trade association, we write in strong support of the Port of Bellingham’s Grant Applications for
Bellingham Shipping Terminal Improvements, made under the FY 2022 RAISE, PIDP, Marine Highway
Equipment programs. Working Waterfront Coalition Membership includes one hundred twenty locally based
maritime companies, all of which depend on a vibrant maritime economy. We work closely with the Port to
further our mission, which is to promote the vitality and economic benefits of our working waterfronts for the
people of Whatcom County. Since the closure of Bellingham’s waterfront pulp mill and the redevelopment of its
footprint, the Port of Bellingham has been diligently restoring the Shipping Terminal and adapting it for new
uses.
If granted, these funds will enable the Port to continue making major capital improvements to the Bellingham
Shipping Terminal. This Terminal will not compete with the major regional ports, which operate at or near full
capacity. Rather, the Bellingham Shipping Terminal, when completed, will provide cost-efficient cargo and
barge facilities for shippers that find it difficult or impossible to work through the overcrowded larger ports.
The environmental benefits of marine shipping are well known, and Bellingham’s potential for the barge
container trade is a prime example. Coastal barges take many trucks off our freeways and reduce the carbon
footprint of shipping to a fraction of that of overland trucking. Restoration of rail access will likewise increase
the synergies that enable more efficient and climate-friendly shipping for both break-bulk goods
and containers.
These federal funds, if granted, will enable the Port of Bellingham to provide a key transportation hub with
facilities adapted to current shipping needs while it strengthens the regional maritime community. We, the
Working Waterfront Coalition of Whatcom County, are “all in” with the Port on this funding request. The
results will be tangible and long-lasting, providing facilities that will enhance the economy of this strategic
northwest corner of the State of Washington, tapping the full potential of regional and world trade for our local
economy.
Sincerely,

Jim Kyle, President
Working Waterfront Coalition of Whatcom County
2620 N. Harbor Loop Dr., Suite #26, Bellingham, WA 98225
admin@whatcomworkingwaterfront.org
whatcomworkingwaterfront.org

March 23, 2022

The Honorable Peter Buttigieg
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590
RE: Port of Bellingham – Bellingham Shipping Terminal Improvements
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
On behalf of the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (PNWA), I write in support of the
Port of Bellingham’s Federal grant applications under the FY2022 Rebuilding American
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE), Port Infrastructure Development Program
(PIDP), and America’s Marine Highway programs. PNWA is pleased the Port of Bellingham is
continuing its plan of major capital investments at the Bellingham Shipping Terminal with the
goal of redeveloping this facility into a northwest Washington hub of ocean trade and
transportation.
PNWA has over 150 members, including ports, barge companies, steamship operators, grain
elevator operators, agricultural producers, electric utilities, irrigation districts, and union labor
throughout Washington, Oregon, and Idaho. Our association supports projects to advance and
protect the region’s navigation infrastructure, freight mobility, economic health, and the
environment. We support the region’s multi-modal transportation system, which provides
safe, efficient, and reliable links to competitive domestic and world markets.
PNWA believes such funding will be a significant factor in advancing the strategic reuse of
valuable assets. The Port of Bellingham is a valued PNWA member and we encourage their
efforts to boost capacity and fortify resources. Addressing the dilapidated condition of the
Barge Dock, building a support pad to assure maximum use of the LHM 420 crane the Port
acquired last summer, reconstructing the deteriorated South Pier and building a siding reconnecting the Port to rail will maximize the job-creating potential of the Bellingham Shipping
Terminal and increase multimodal connectivity.
The result of project completion will be a modern and resilient facility capable of expeditiously
receiving inbound & outbound barges and ships. Such an asset will enable the movement of
cargo through the Port of Bellingham efficiently at an economically favorable cost. With
restored rail access, the Port will be able to service customers located in the mid-west and
beyond. These first class facilities will yield long-term benefits including continued economic
growth and maritime industry competitiveness. Additionally, the Bellingham Shipping Terminal
will be an important anchor in Puget Sound disaster preparedness.
4224 NE Halsey Street, Suite 325
Portland, OR 97213

Telephone: 503-234-8550
Fax: 503-234-8555

When completed, this project will strengthen the Puget Sound maritime community. Federal
funding for these projects will have a major impact in advancing the long-term health, safety,
resiliency, and economic growth of this area.
PNWA appreciates your full and fair consideration of the Port of Bellingham’s funding requests
for the Bellingham Shipping Terminal improvements.
Sincerely,

Heather Stebbings
Executive Director
Pacific Northwest Waterways Association

Pacific Northwest Waterways Association
4224 NE Halsey Street, Suite 325
Portland, OR 97213

Telephone: 503-234-8550
Fax: 503-234-8555

April 7, 2022
Secretary Peter Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590
Foss Maritime supports Port of Bellingham’s Grant Applications for Bellingham Shipping Terminal Improvements.
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I am writing to offer our support for the Port of Bellingham Federal grant applications under the FY 2022 RAISE, PIDP and
America’s Marine Highway Equipment programs. We are pleased the Port is continuing its plan of major capital investments at
the Bellingham Shipping Terminal with the goal of redeveloping this facility into a northwest Washington center of ocean trade
and transportation.
We believe such funding will be a significant factor in advancing the strategic reuse of valuable assets. As a long-term supporter
of the Port of Bellingham, we encourage their efforts to boost capacity and fortify resources. Addressing the dilapidated condition
of the Barge Dock, building a support pad to assure maximum use of the LHM 420 crane the Port acquired last summer,
reconstructing the deteriorated South Pier and building a siding re-connecting the Port to rail will maximize the job-creating
potential of the Bellingham Shipping Terminal.
The result of project completion will be a modern and resilient facility capable of expeditiously receiving inbound & outbound
barges and ships. Such an asset will enable the movement of cargo through the Port of Bellingham efficiently at an economically
favorable cost. With restored rail access, the Port will be able to service customers located in the mid-west and beyond. The longterm results will be continued economic growth in this region via first class facilities. Additionally, the Bellingham Shipping
Terminal will be an important anchor in Puget Sound disaster preparedness.
When completed, this project will strengthen the Puget Sound maritime community. Federal funding for these projects will have a
major impact in advancing the long-term health, safety and economic welfare of this area.
Thank you for your consideration of the Port is funding request.
We can be reached at (206) 281-3800 for further questions.
Respectfully,
Jeff Horst

Jeff Horst
Vice President, Sales & Marketing / Foss Maritime Company

Foss Maritime Company
450 Alaskan Way S., Suite 706
Seattle, WA 98104 USA

Telephone: 206-281-3800
www.foss.com
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1131 SW Klickitat Way
Seattle, WA 98134
1-206-623-0304 – tel
www.ssamarine.com

Thursday, March 31st, 2022
Secretary Peter Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590
SSA Pacific, a division of SSA Marine, supports Port of Bellingham’s Grant Applications for Bellingham Shipping
Terminal Improvements.
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
The west coast of the United States desperately needs to increase its ability to import and export cargo. The
requests laid out in this letter will help do just that.
We support the Port of Bellingham’s Federal grant applications under the FY 2022 RAISE, PIDP and America’s
Marine Highway Equipment programs. We are pleased the Port is continuing its plan of major capital
investments at the Bellingham Shipping Terminal with the goal of redeveloping this facility into a northwest
Washington center of ocean trade and transportation.
This funding, if realized, will be a significant factor in advancing the strategic reuse of existing and valuable
assets. As a long-term supporter of the Port of Bellingham, we encourage their efforts to boost capacity and
fortify resources. Addressing the dilapidated condition of the Barge Dock, building a support pad to assure
maximum use of the LHM 420 crane the Port acquired last summer, reconstructing the deteriorated South Pier
and improving the Port’s Rail system will maximize the job-creating potential of the Bellingham Shipping
Terminal.
The result of project completion will be a modern and resilient facility capable of expeditiously receiving inbound
& outbound barges and ships. Such an asset will enable the movement of cargo through the Port of Bellingham
efficiently at an economically favorable cost. With restored rail access, the Port will be able to service customers
located in the mid-west and beyond. The long-term results will be continued economic growth in this region via
first class facilities. Additionally, the Bellingham Shipping Terminal will be an important anchor in Puget Sound
disaster preparedness.
When completed, this project will strengthen the Puget Sound maritime community. Federal funding for these
projects will have a major impact in advancing the long-term health, safety, and economic welfare of this area.
Thank you for your consideration of the Port’s funding request.
I can be reached at 206-654-3686 for further questions.
Respectfully,
Kyle Sherk
SSA Pacific / Vice President Marketing PNW

