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Port property consists of 6 principal land holdings or service areas. These include Sumas International
Cargo Terminal (SICT), Bellingham International Airport (BLI), Blaine Harbor, Squalicum Harbor including
Bellwether on the Bay™ and Little Squalicum Beach, the Waterfront District, and Fairhaven Terminal.

3.1 Sumas International Cargo Terminal

Located near the border with Canada, SICT was
designed for truck-and-rail cargo transfers. A
master plan was developed for this property in
1986. Bob Mitchell Way, the principle haul
route, was constructed by the Port with a
grant from the Economic Development
Administration (EDA) and has since been
dedicated to the City of Sumas.
The Port has also dedicated two parcels
adjacent to Sumas Creek for shoreline
restoration purposes.

In April 2003, the Port declared this property
surplus to its needs with the idea that proceeds
from the sale of this property would be reinvested
elsewhere in the County.
The Port’s remaining holdings, originally comprising
of 52-acres, is now approximately 27 acres of light
industrial land in northeastern Whatcom County.
SICT Opportunities
There are no known opportunities for SICT
property to advance park and recreation goals
identified in local municipal park agency plans
having jurisdiction in the area.

Figure 4: Sumas International Cargo Terminal
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3.2 Bellingham International Airport (BLI)
Bellingham International Airport (BLI) is an FAA
Class 1, Part 139 airport located adjacent to
Interstate 5, just northwest of Bellingham city
limits but inside the City’s urban growth area
boundaries. BLI supports a 6700 x 150 foot allweather approach runway, with a full instrument
landing system and FAA operated Air Traffic
Control Tower. BLI hosts both Commercial and
General Aviation operations. There are currently
two Fixed-Based Operators providing fuel and
other aviation related services. There are 123
private and publicly owned hangers and 69
aircraft tie downs. The number of based aircraft
at BLI has grown to 200 today. At the present
time there are no vacant hangars or tie down
spaces available at BLI. In early 2017 there were
19 individuals on a waitlist for hangar space at
BLI.
A detailed master plan for BLI, last updated in
2015, is currently undergoing another update
anticipated to be complete in 2018. The plan
continues to forecast growth, although at a
slower pace, in both commercial and general
aviation operations. Some wetland areas east of
the runway are proposed to be filled for
construction of additional hangers having runway
access with compensatory mitigation being
constructed on Washington State Fish & Wildlife
land known as the Whatcom Wildlife Area near
the Nooksack River off Slater Road.
The lands to the west of the runway currently
lack feasible access to utilities and are either
reserved for future aeronautical use or are under
a declaration of a land use restrictive covenant
with the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers as
mitigation for the runway extension project in
the mid 1990’s.
Port lands to the southwest consists of property
purchased with FAA grant funding which were
former single-family dwelling lots in an area
known as Cliffside; the remaining section east

from Cliffside is relatively isolated by BNSF tracks
and provides for the Marine Drive Trailhead and
viewpoint overlooking the bay. The site does not
provide controlled access to the beach.
BLI Opportunities
As BLI grows, providing access to the airport
becomes increasingly important. Continued
growth under current local development
standards will require continued improvements
to area roadways including sidewalks.
A 5 mile pedestrian and bicycle route utilizing
Mitchell Way, Airport Way, Airport Drive and
property adjacent to Marine Drive including the
west side BLI perimeter road, outside the
security fence ,is currently being proposed as a
pedestrian/bicycle route. Recognition and
completion of the loop is subject to FAA approval
and funding from various sources.
Subject to FAA approval and an adequate BNSF
railroad crossing agreements the Marine Drive
Trail head, with spectacular views of Bellingham
Bay, could be incorporated with a popular beach
walk north from Little Squalicum beach to the
Nooksack River Delta area at Marietta.
Although regulations, habitat areas, topographic
barriers and BLI operational concerns limit
recreation opportunities on airport property, the
Port continues to explore recreation and public
access opportunities through its Bellingham
International Airport Advisory Committee, a nontechnical advisory committee to the Port
Commission for the purpose of providing input
from the community.
BLI property is recognized as having unique
features which support local municipal objectives
in preserving urban growth areas for public
access opportunities.
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Figure 5: Bellingham International Airport
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3.3 Blaine Harbor

Blaine Harbor is a Five-Star EnviroStars marina
located in the northwest corner of the county,
contiguous with the border of Canada, just a
half- hour’s drive south of Vancouver, B.C.
Blaine is a primary point of entry between
Canada and the United States.
The Blaine Wharf District contains about 2
miles of shoreline adjacent to the City of
Blaine’s downtown core. The Burlington
Northern Railroad right-of-way separates the
downtown area from the Wharf District.
Marine Drive is the main arterial within the
Wharf District and separates Port property to
the south, and City property to the north.
The Port owns about 24 acres of uplands, 46
acres of tidelands, and manages 12.5 acres of
State tidelands. Port facilities include a boat
harbor with 630 slips, a sawtooth dock, a twolane boat launch with public restrooms, three
webhouses for commercial fishing gear
storage, a marine industrial area, commercial
development, public access facilities, such as
Jorgensen Pier with a picnic shelter,
spectacular views and fishing & crabbing
activities.
In 2007, a comprehensive improvement plan
for the Wharf District was jointly developed by
the City of Blaine and the Port of Bellingham.
The Blaine Wharf District Master Plan
promotes public access and the enjoyment of
the shoreline. The key to success in improving
access and circulation, however, lies not only
in public access to the waterfront, but also in
providing a strong connection to the
waterfront from the City’s downtown core.
The six major goals that direct this plan are:
• Integrate the Wharf District with the upland
downtown Commercial Business- Market
District.
• Create a pedestrian access system with a
continuous waterfront trail along the
shoreline.
• Provide opportunities for mixed use

•
•
•

development, public/private investment,
recreational opportunities, and public access to
the shoreline for the citizens and visitors of
Blaine.
Establish design and development guidelines for
land use and development of this publiclyowned property.
Manage the shoreline to further optimize
circulation, public access, development, and
environmental restoration.
Retain and enhance all characteristics of the
waterfront that support marine related
activities.

Wharf District Opportunities
Blaine Harbor is an instrumental part of the county
and local municipal park inventory. Pedestrian
access and connectivity is a crucial component of
the Wharf District Master Plan. In order to meet
the goals of the Wharf District Master Plan, joint
cooperation and planning with other agencies to
plan, design and provide for these special features
is appropriate. Opportunities include:
Completing remaining segments of the 2 mile
“Wharf Loop Trail”, a non-motorized circulation
element, which includes:
• Extending the promenade to the boat
launch;
• Improving access to Jorgensen Pier; and
• Completing “Pintail Marsh”, a Wetland
enhancement and trail development on
BNSF property.
Port dedication of land and City development of
proposed Plover Park adjacent to the boat launch;
and
A proposed pedestrian bridge over the BNSF
mainline railroad tracks connecting downtown to
the waterfront.
The City of Blaine Park and Cemetery Board
recommends the development of a small water
craft hand-launch facility on the north side of
Marine Drive just before the transition to
Jorgensen Pier.
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Figure 6: Blaine Harbor
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3.4 Squalicum Harbor

The Squalicum Harbor planning area is situated
on the northern shores of Bellingham Bay,
mostly within the City of Bellingham’s
Commercial Business District. Squalicum
Harbor is a Five Star EnviroStars full service
marina surrounded by marine services and
supplies, water related industry, restaurants,
commercial uses, two yacht clubs and public
access amenities including a public boat
launch, a shoreline promenade, the Marine
Life Center, Zuanich Point Park and
Fisherman’s Memorial.
The Squalicum Harbor planning area, including
Bellwether on the Bay™ and Little Squalicum
Beach, is generally bound on the northwest by
the northwesterly lot line of New Whatcom
tideland lot 3; on the northeast by the BNSF
mainline right-of-way; on the southeast by the
I&J State Waterway and Bellingham Bay to the
southwest.
The Bellwether on the Bay™ development is
located on a manmade peninsula consisting of
dredge materials from the development of
Squalicum Harbor’s inner basin in the mid
1980’s. The peninsula was developed with a
combination of public and private buildings
and public amenities including a hotel, meeting
facilities restaurants, retail shops and office
buildings. Public amenities including an
extension of the Squalicum Harbor promenade
around the surrounding shoreline, Tom Glen
Commons with a 1.60 acre park, performance
stage area and plaza furnishings, Squalicum
Harbor’s Gate 12, the Squalicum Harbor boat
launch and the boat launch vehicle/trailer
combination parking lot are all located on this
peninsula. The boat launch ramps and vehicle
/trailer parking area is heavily used during
peak periods and parking of vehicle trailer
combination sometimes overflows onto
adjacent but vacant development areas or
along Bellwether Way, Hilton and Roeder
Avenues.

The Little Squalicum Beach area is just outside
Bellingham City limits in the City’s urban growth
area consisting of 63 acres of aquatic tidelands and
25 acres of uplands including the peninsula
occupied by Mt. Baker Products and the Gaston
Bay Harbor Building and beach area north of the
former Bellingham Cement Plant pier. The former
Cement Plant pier and abutting access property is
currently owned or controlled by the City of
Bellingham. This stretch of beach is popular with
local hikers and naturalists. Little Squalicum Beach
is one of the few protected, accessible sandy
shorelines within the developed portions of
Bellingham Bay. The beach is as close to what
constitutes a natural beach as exists in urban
Bellingham and its narrow beach has not been
altered or filled by industrial or commercial use to
any large degree. Residents presently access the
beach using a trail system developed by the
Bellingham Parks Department at Little Squalicum
Park near Bellingham Technical College or from a
small parking area adjacent to Mount Baker
Products off of Schultz Drive. From this point north,
the shoreline is remote and isolated by steep bluffs
and the railroad right-of-way all the way to the
Nooksack River delta
Squalicum Harbor is generally located east of
Squalicum Waterway which includes deep water
loading facilities for Bellingham Cold storage.
Squalicum Harbor provides long term moorage for
both commercial fishermen and pleasure craft, as
well as visitor moorage, fueling and other marina
services.
The land adjoining the easterly, inner harbor
entrance is Zuanich Point Park (named after a long
time, former Port Commissioner), was partially
funded with a Washington State Interagency
Committee for Outdoor Recreation (IAC) grant. The
park provides a grassy viewing knoll with a
telescope, picnic tables, benches and a play
structure. The park also is home of the Squalicum
Boathouse, a community day use rental facility,
complete with two meeting rooms, kitchen and
public restrooms. A day use visitor’s dock and hand
carry boat landing are located inside the jetty
adjacent to the park.
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A site specific Squalicum Harbor Master Plan
was originally developed in 1985 prior to
dredging the inner harbor and later amended
in 1998 for the Bellwether on the Bay™
development. This principal land holding is
mostly already developed.
Squalicum Harbor Opportunities
The principal recreational opportunity is to
maintain and enhance the existing assets of
Squalicum Harbor including enhancements to
the Gate 6 visitor day dock, Little Squalicum
Beach and promenade enhancements
between Zuanich Point Park and Gate 4.

Bellingham Bay Action Team and permit agencies.
The southerly side of the Little Squalicum Peninsula
adjacent to the Squalicum Creek Waterway behind
Mt. Baker Plywood is under-utilized for many
different reasons. Public Access to a non-motorized
vessel launch site should be explored in this area.
Squalicum Harbor is an instrumental part of the
county and local municipal, regional park system.
Joint cooperation and planning with other agencies
to determine and provide for special features or
activities is appropriate. These facilities are of
countywide interest to residents.

The Squalicum Parkway / Eldridge Avenue
parcel located near the southeast corner of the
over pass of Eldridge Avenue and Squalicum
Parkway is currently being held in reserve for
potential future Squalicum Creek
enhancements.
The Little Squalicum Beach improvement
project is located on the northwest side of
Squalicum peninsula near the Mt. Baker
Products site. Currently, the site is used for
providing public access to the beach. There is
upland erosion along the shoreline due to the
failure of non-engineered armoring which
includes concrete slabs, rock and debris. This
site has been identified as a WRIA 1 High
Priority Enhancement project for nearshore
restoration to support salmon recovery.
This project will remove the non-engineered
shoreline armoring and create a gradual beach
slope to dissipate the wave energy and protect
against further erosion while also restoring
natural physical and biological shoreline
processes. The project objectives includes
providing long-term protection of the beach
against erosion, the preservation of uplands
for commercial activity, support for salmon
recovery/habit restoration, and improved
public access and safety. The Port has
completed the soft-bank engineering design
with input and coordination from the

Picture 6: Fishermen’s Memorial

Picture 7: Play structure at Zuanich Point Park
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Figure 7: Squalicum Harbor
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3.5 The Waterfront District

The Waterfront District is a 237 acre mixed-use
redevelopment site located in the City of
Bellingham. This site has been the subject of a
joint multi-year master planning process by the
Port and the City of Bellingham with the
participation of other agencies including
Western Washington University, Washington
State Department of Ecology and Washington
Department of Natural Resources.
This process included the joint adoption of the
2013 Waterfront District Sub-Area Plan, a
Waterfront District Development agreement, an
Interlocal Agreement for Facilities in the
Waterfront District, a Planned Action Ordinance
and associated Environmental Impact Statement
developed under the State Environmental Policy
Act.
For planning purposes, the Waterfront District
has been divided into five planning areas. These
five areas are the Downtown, the Log Pond,
Bellingham Shipping Terminal, Cornwall Beach
and Marine Trades.
After a land swap between the Port and City in
2012, the Cornwall Beach area became solely
owned by the City of Bellingham. In late 2013,
the City adopted a Park Master Plan for
Cornwall Beach.
The Downtown Area calls for a mix of housing,
office, retail and institutional uses, centered on
a network of public parks, trails and open space.
A site for a higher education or other
institutional or business campus is identified
along the southern edge. This area will have an
urban character with pedestrian oriented uses
encouraged along arterial streets and a
shoreline promenade.
The Log Pond Area is designated as IndustrialMixed use which is intended for light industrial
uses, transportation or cargo transfer in
connection with the neighboring Bellingham
Shipping Terminal. The privately owned Ecogen

Northwest Co-Generation facility is also located
within this area.
The Bellingham Shipping Terminal is an existing
deep water break bulk facility on the Whatcom
Waterway which will be maintained for shipping,
port or other industrial related opportunities.
Water depth of the outer federal channel is
maintained to -38 MLLW. The upland portions of
the shipping terminal area, as well as the Log Pond
Area, are available for lay down yards and staging
areas in support of shipping terminal facilities.
The Marine Trades Area includes both private and
Port land north of the Whatcom Waterway. The
main focus of this planning area is to accommodate
jobs revolving around marine trades such as boat
building, boat repair, marine haul out facilities,
marine product manufacturing, construction,
supplies and research & development.
The Aeriation Stabilization Basin or ASB is located in
the Marine Trades Area. The ASB will continue to
be used for stormwater management until funding
to remove or remediate contaminated sediments is
available. At that time, alternative uses being
considered for this facility include conversion to a
Clean Ocean Marina or other water-dependent
uses which supports marine trade jobs.
Waterfront District Opportunities
The Waterfront District is an integral part of the
City of Bellingham’s Central Business District and
City Park and Recreation inventory. The City is in
the process of designing and constructing the first
phase of Whatcom Waterway Park in the
Downtown Area which will be named Waypoint
Park and will include a jointly (Port and City)
developed feature of a restored shoreline, public
access beach and non-motorized launch or landing
site. The Port is in the process of designing the
former GP wharf to allow public access. Joint
cooperation and planning with the City and other
agencies to determine and provide for special
activities and features is appropriate.
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Figure 8: The Waterfront District
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3.6 Fairhaven

The Port owns 33 acres of uplands and manages
65 acres of state tidelands in Fairhaven. The
Port’s Fairhaven property is located at the south
end of Bellingham Bay adjacent to the historic
Fairhaven business district. The Fairhaven
property is generally bound on the north by
Douglas Avenue, on the east by 10th Street, on
the south by Harris Avenue, and on the west by
Bellingham Bay.
The Port’s Fairhaven property is the southern
terminus for the Alaska Marine Highway System
located at the Bellingham Cruise Terminal.
Amtrak and Greyhound are located in the multi
modal facility known as Fairhaven Station.
Fairhaven properties are also home to
numerous boat manufacturers and repair
operations such as the Fairhaven Shipyard,
Seaview Yacht Services, as well as, other marine
oriented industrial, warehousing or
transportation related companies like L.F.S, Inc.
and Victoria San Juan Cruises.
In the late 1980’s and early 90’s Padden Creek
Estuary was donated by the Port to the
Bellingham Parks Department for operation,
maintenance, and continued enhancements.
The City subsequently received an Aquatic
Lands Enhancement Act (ALEA) grant to provide
trails, nature signs, and native plantings along
the western shoreline. In 2015, the City of
Bellingham completed a major habitat
restoration project on Padden Creek which
included a Padden Creek Estuary Restoration
project for better channelization of the mudflats
and eastern shoreline buffer enhancements.
Public boat launch ramps abut the
northwesterly side of the Padden Estuary area
adjacent to the BNSF tracks. Due to ongoing
sediment deposits from Padden Creek, a portion
of the boat launch is tidal restricted at certain
time of year. There is always one lane available
even at the extreme low tides.

A public boat launch parking area and restroom
building are located on the opposite side of the
BNSF tracks in an upland area adjacent to the
lagoon. The boat launch facility was originally
developed with the assistance of Washington State
Interagency for Outdoor Recreation grant funding
and RCO funding recently replaced the boat launch
floats.
Marine Park - is located at the west end of Harris
Avenue overlooking the entrance to Bellingham
Bay. Marine Park is a beautiful stretch of
waterfront park containing approximately 1.9
acres. A picnic shelter is available for any type of
outdoor gathering. An enhanced, sandy beach is
ideal for non-motorized launches. Facilities include
restrooms, benches, picnic tables, paved pedestrian
paths, interpretive display, scenic overlooks, and
parking. Marine Park is the finish point for the
kayaking portion of the county’s annual Ski to Sea
Race.
A master plan of this area was completed in 2008.
No significant acquisitions or developments are
proposed. Generally, the Port’s near to mid-term
plan for Fairhaven is to maintain and enhance its
existing assets.
Fairhaven Opportunities
No significant new public access facilities are
proposed for Fairhaven Terminal. The Port will
maintain the existing boat launch for motorized
boats as long as water depth supports continued
use, and will explore future options for alternate
launch facilities when necessary. Enhancements to
restrooms, circulation and staging areas to improve
convenience for boaters and safety between
pedestrians and vehicles is appropriate.
Coordination with other agencies or organizations
to avoid duplication, improve facility quality and
reduce costs through joint planning and/or
operation is appropriate.
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Figure 9: Fairhaven

Port of Bellingham |2018 Recreation, Conservation & Public Access Plan

Page | 18

