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Introduction

The Port of Bellingham’s Recreation, Conservation and Public Access Plan is a comprehensive
document that guides the development of Port park and recreation facilities as the community
grows. This plan is prepared as required by the Washington State Recreation and Conservation
Office to retain eligibility for certain funding programs, as well as, a means of coordinating plans
with County and local municipal park agencies having jurisdiction.
1.1 Jurisdiction
The Port of Bellingham was established in 1920,
becoming the northernmost port district in the
continental United States and the closest deepwater US port to eastern Pacific Rim countries
and Alaska.
With county wide jurisdiction, the Port’s
mission is to promote sustainable economic
development, optimize transportation
gateways, and manage publicly owned land and
facilities to benefit Whatcom County.
Subject to the provisions of Title 53 of the
Revised Code of Washington (RCW), ports may
develop and operate harbor improvements,
belt line railways, water and land transfer and
terminal facilities, airports, industrial and
commercial developments, toll bridges, tunnels,
foreign trade zones and economic development
and tourism programs. The Port may levy
property taxes, issue bonds, charge for services,
and create local improvement districts (LID) or
benefit assessment taxes to pay for
improvements.
RCW 53.08.260 enables ports to construct,
improve, maintain and operate public park and
recreation facilities when such facilities are
necessary to more fully utilize boat landings,
harbors, wharves and piers, air, land and water
passenger and transfer terminals, waterways
and other Port facilities authorized by law
pursuant to the port’s comprehensive scheme
of harbor improvement plan.

Pursuant to RCW 53.08.270, before ports
undertake any such plan for the acquisition and
operation of any park or recreational facility the
proposed plan shall be first submitted in writing
to the director of the parks and recreation
commission and to the governing body of any
county or municipal park agency having
jurisdiction in the area. The state director
and/or such county or municipal park agency
shall examine the port's proposed plan, and
may disapprove such proposed plan if it is
found to be in conflict with state or local park
and recreation plans for the same area.

1.2 Overall Park, Recreation and Public
Access Goals
Supporting public access
is a priority for the Port
of Bellingham. The Port’s
vision is to create a
compelling system of
public access
opportunities for current
residents, visitors and
future generations to
maintain a healthy active
Picture 1: Beachcombing lifestyle by exploring
the open spaces,
shorelines and waters under Port ownership or
control. The following goals are based on an
analysis of existing park and recreation
conditions within Whatcom County, the
opportunities available to Port lands, the
mission and resources of the Port of

Port of Bellingham |2018 Recreation, Conservation & Public Access Plan

Page | 1

Introduction
Bellingham, and the results of prior planning
sessions:
•

Help develop a high quality, diversified
recreation system that provides for all age
and interest groups.

•

Incorporate historical and cultural lands,
sites, artifacts, and facilities into public
access improvements.

•

Preserve significant environmental
opportunity areas or features.

•

Balance the maximization of public access
with the need to minimize impacts related
to safety and the environment.

•

Seek opportunities to soften or eliminate
barriers when feasible.

•

Effectively manage public access resources
by creating efficient methods of acquiring,
developing, operating, and maintaining
facilities.

Picture 2: Squalicum Harbor Promenade

1.3 Plan Objectives
Specific objectives of this Park, Recreation and
Public Access plan are:
•

Identify and evaluate existing park and
recreational facilities within the port
district.

•

Assess future park and recreational
facility demands and needs.

•

Determine the appropriate Port role in
programming proposed park, recreation
and public access needs in coordination
with other local agencies with
jurisdiction.

•

Define a capital improvement program
(CIP) to implement proposed projects
over the next 6 year programming
period.

Picture 3: Squalicum Boathouse at Zuanich Pt. Park
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•

Estimate financial costs to acquire,
construct or improve proposed park,

recreation and public access projects
for the CIP

Picture 4: Tom Glenn Commons at Bellwether on the Bay™
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